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A Night With Galsworthy in. Chicago

By BARRETT H. CLARK.
HE Americsn tour of Arnold Ben-

nett some six vears ago was con-

ducted upon the latest advertising prin-
'eiples. Mr. Bennett seemed to bave more
%o say about himsel{ than any one else,
and like many another traveller from his
laad he was profuse in his comments on
our own, mingling with them not a little

that was far from complimentary. Judg-
ing from his articles that appeared soon
after his arrival in Your United States be
must have begun wnting his impressions
before he stood well clear of the cusioms’
officers.

Not lonz afler Mr. Benneti's arrival
there was a small news iten in the New
York papers, tucked away on the eighth
page, stating that Mr. and Mrs. John
Galsworthy had eome to New York to be
present at the opening of Galsworthy's
new play The Mgcon. There were no in-
terviews, no roceplions, no lectures—no
one seemed aware that the author of Fra-
fernily was in this conntry.

“——But No Speech!”

It sp happoned that 1 saw the item on
the eighth page snd 1 wrote Mr. Gals
worthy remunding him of a promise he
had made that if he ever came to Ameriea
he would do his best to come to Chicago.
I asked him whether he wonld care to be
the guest of the Dramatie Club of the
University, He rephied at onee:

“I think 1t 15 wor impatsible that my
wife and I may be in Chicago next week.
T could come with great pleasare to your
Dramatie Club on the express understand-
ing that I made wo speeeh, but just chatted
and answered questions to the best of my
ahality.™
ing him that he would not be called upon
to speak, he wrote: T look forwand to
the occasion now that T know T have not
to make a specch.” T next letter con-
tained a warning not 1o let the Chicago
papers know that he was coming, for by
this time certam wore enlightened editors
had found out that Galsworthy was some-
thing of a celebrity.

Short and Shy. *

I went to the Congréss Hotel on the
morgmg of the arrival of the Galsworthy<
Making my way throngh the crowdei
lobby T peerad sbout, looking for the tall
and rather youthiul man 1 had piciured
Mr. Galsworihy 10 be, but a5 T went to
the desk to telephone ta his voom T folt a
plock at my seeve and turning about 1
recogmized my puest. OF course be was
unhike lus pictnres.  T'o begin with, he was
short and some vesrs older than 1 had
imagined him. He was< slight and wiry in
build, and hi= cxps sion indieative uf
great power and keen mtelligence.  He
was pearly hald, but the hair about his
temples was zeav. s face was Suciv
modelld (the woll vaped head i r:ra"l
obhservmble in s the pictures). The
mouth was rather snall and the Bl h] »
exves excentionaily so. He used a monee!
gold rimmed spectieles and a pinee nex

My own embarrresmen? was oqaall !
only by lus. The <ilwr dignity and re
ecnce of the wrtler 5 characterstie .'-"
the man’s manner.
desire on [is past te be communicative, L
meredy utlensd g Tew coumonplaces, fo
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In answer to wy letter assur.s

'h'_ & o morss
which T politely moarmured Yo" or
“XNo, indeed.” He soon put a stap (o tlas
geatle sparring, excused himsell, and re
tumed 1 moment later with Mrso Gals-
worthy.

Mrs. Galsworthy.

The spirit of our smail party underwent
an immediate and marked chenge. |
eould see that she was the spokesman of
the familv. With ber at Lis elbow le
was at Lis ease.

The dinner was an informal afair ayd
the only other guest of prominence was
Robert Hemmick, who, we thougiit, would
put the Galsworthys a httle more at their
But as Mr. Herrick s not unlike
Mr. Galsworthy and the reticence of each
appearsd to react on the other. the dinner
seomed doomed. 1t was then that the 1o

Ll

and charm of Mrs Galoworthy were
brmgiw mio play., Some one uskel M-

Galsworthy a question; he lawd down s
fork and endeavored 1o answer it but Lo
wife took up the conversanon and the ai
tuwir was lawnched. Herrok bocame
the members of the oiah
rishad asking questions and before long
M. Galsworthy was almest making
sperch. Whesever be wus at o Lo L
wile belped hun out.

The Idea of “Strife.”

The conversation turmed o S0 Hon
dd the wdea fir<t 1ake root in the dran
thats mind? “the day,”
saw (wo men at the eluh. They were arien
me and armume about somethmz  and
their wrancles never seemed to lesd any
whore. 1 toak the wdea of edpila!
inbor ac a more dramatie theme and mod
my charseters Bwhave m much the same
wav.” This waos his statement 1l wil
cliborated it

Some ones then asked hon who'l

most effu<ive,

he avswered, =i

covrre al the ond of the sevond avr of
Silver Box was intentionally syl

A the same tme M Galaworihy sz
teliine aboat the malitart saffrisent

n London, and the wholesale window

g, Her hnsband, takmyge tha

dert as a eue, remarhed: “You w.il v
member that ar the end of 1he n
gur=tton Mrs. Barthwaek bears the Jones
ahildee bhone var=ade or s " .
-~ 1 to = 3 1 -
st does not wout to hesr the oluld!
The Lutler dos so, bnt she <00 Y
their volees. It 33 mv parpose, 1 faner,
vt do smasli windows, bt ta ane

Mr Horrek ashed our emest
fivn Hoavd, that Tuiticr offectodl 2
al ¢honee m Fnu b pron cond
dramatist modestiv ropliod
thit he felt same sueh was not the ease
d. that Winsten Chnr
Tiormance ol i

PepOTt, o

It i 1mue, he s

D owas affeetiad by s

renauded him of 'hu' condition of afa
He had vo: written 1t for that parpose.

Here Mrs. Galsworthr put in a word and

saud that “Jack™ had spen! many months
visiting prisons throughout England.

A professor of English. one of the
gruests of honor, told Mr. li:llswnrth_l' that
he had recommended 1o his students somn
three or four Gulsworthy hooks, and that
the students were struck by their pessim-
ism.  The Englishman replied :

“Things As They Are.”

“When people say T am pessimiatie, T
tardly know what to apswer. 1 can't
see why thevtshould consider my looking
at things as they are a forin of pessimism.
If my works have any moral value at all,
it is that they teach tolerunes, svmpathy
tor the viewpaint of other poople, that
they try to do away with *stffeess” use
iess conventions, the abuse of authority.
I am rather distressed to hear that my
readers think me pessimistie.”

The eonversation =o far had eenired
rouned the plays. Some one asked him
whether he preferred novel writing, and
he said:  “If T had to give up play writ-
i or movel wriing, T should give up
play writing. It may be beeause the nov-
ol was my first love, hut T rather imagine
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that it is beeause I like the leisurely
methods of novel writing; I taks plessure
in weaving the web of a charactar. The
effect of & novel is more lasting than that
of the play. A play like Justicz may per-
baps strike home at once, and possibly
cause a material reform, but a novel is
more effective in the long run. It is nat-
ural to me when I write plays to adopt
what I have termed an ‘sustere technique’;
I reduce the whole to its essentials. The
game is inferesting, bult I prefer the
novel.”

“The Pigeon.”

Before hidding the Galsworthys good-by
I asked Mr. Galsworthy - Mrs. Galsworthy
was not preseni—about the symbolie con-
tent of The Pigeon. Without his wife he
was at a loss to explain it to me, and
asked me to write bim. Here is the an-
swer:

“About those dates in The DPigeon.
Christmas Eve because of Ferrund's re-
mark: ‘Hg 15 come, Monsieur!" und the
general tenor of Wellwyn's acceptance of
every kind of outeast. New Year's Day
beeaust: of Vergand’s remark: *"Appy
New Yoar! which marks the disappear-
ance o! casual charity in fuvor of institu-
tionahism, of the cra of outeasts in fa-
vor of the era of relormers. April 1
beeause of the joke at the end on the
Humblemen, which symbolizes the fact,
or rather the essence of the play, that,
while Wellwyn (representing sympathy
and understanding 1 15 being “plaeked” all
throngh the play, ke comes out and knows
he does, on top at the end, ns the only
possible helper of the unbelpable. 1 Lope
this is sufliciently obscured!! - I
wish we were coming hack to Chieazo, but
no snch luek. We are due 1o sail on May
11. Best greetings from ue both.”

TIMELY BOOKS
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